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Telecommunications Market Restructuring in China and Competition over 3G Services 
report focuses on identifying the major and current issues in China’s mobile market which will 
be restructured into three players according to the government policy, as well as provides an 
analysis on the market after the restructuring. It is generally expected that the issuance of 3G 
license will be possible at the end of this year or beginning of the next year when the restruc-
turing process and mergers are over. It is a foregone conclusion that the government will issue 
TD-SCDMA license to China Mobile, WCDMA license to China Unicom, and CDMA EV-DO 
license to China Telecom.
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Mobile Device Convergence in South Korea, Full Year 2007 report focuses on the handsets 
launched in South Korea during 2007, including a total of 114 handset models by 6 manufac-
turers: Samsung, LG, Pantech&Curitel, Motorola, SKY, and KTFT. By providing detailed 
information on the handsets launched in one of the most advanced mobile market in Asia, the 
report will be useful for global handset vendors, mobile carriers, component manufacturers, 
application and contents providers as well as financial institutions for predicting the future de-
velopment direction of mobile devices and markets.

This report includes 44 pages, 18 Figures, 2 Tables, and a spec chart of each model (excel file). 

The report found out that the market share of handsets supporting WCDMA and HSDPA net-
works increased remarkably in South Korea in 2007. 30.7% of the handsets launched in 2007 
supported WCDMA and HSDPA networks, while the figure was a mere 4% in 2006. Also the 
proportion of handsets supporting mobile WiMAX (WiBro) increased compared to the previ-
ous year.
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WiBro Services and Strategies in South Korea report provides an overview on the latest de-
velopments in the Korean market, where WiBro (Mobile WiMAX) was commercially launched 
already two years ago, in June 2006. This report includes useful information on WiBro services 
and price plans offered by KT and SKT, as well as terminals available in the market, and 
analyzes the strategies of the two operators. The report also presents a forecast on WiBro 
subscribers and revenues in the Korean market until 2011. The number of WiBro subscribers 
is expected to increase from approximately 100,000 in 2007 to 250,000 in 2008 and to more 
than 2,500,000 in 2011. The market revenues are also expected to increase to 65 billion KRW 
by 2011.
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[Figure] WiBro Subscriber Forecast (2007-2011)
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Japanese Mobile Market User Needs and Trends, 2008 report belongs to ROA Group’s 
Asian Consumer Dynamics (ACD) annual service that examines Usage Pattern, Usage Con-
text and Usage Trends in the Asian telecommunications market. 

The report is based on a user survey analyzed by ROA Group, and examines the differences 
between 4 user groups identified as Simple Users, Benefit Oriented Users, Free Entertainment 
Users and Multitask Users, including 1,267 men and women in their 10s to 60s, evenly divided 
by age and gender. In the overall analysis, we found out that new mobile services, such as 
social networking services (SNS), mobile shopping and mobile coupon usage is increasing in 
Japan, opening new opportunities for mobile advertising.

•	 SNS usage on mobile handsets was found to be the highest in the Free Entertainment 
User group that consists mostly of students between 10 to 20 years old, and who pay 
JPY 8,000 – 15,000 a month for mobile services. The mobile SNS usage was the lowest 
among the Simple Users, most of whom are housewives and office workers in their 50s 
to 60s and use JPY 5,000 or less a month for mobile services. These users prefer PC for 
SNS and online shopping. 

•	 Mobile shopping and mobile coupon usage was found to be the highest among the Ben-
efit Oriented User group, evenly divided between both men and women in their 10s to 
30s, most of them students and office workers who spend JPY 5,000 – 10,000 a month 
for mobile services. 
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This report examines the latest convergence service trends among Internet portals, fixed 
and mobile operators in the advanced market of South Korea. Korea has the most advanced 
wired and wireless networks in the world. Under the environment, convergence service 
trends of Internet portals, fixed and mobile operators are developing rapidly into a variety of 
formats. Currently, the Korean market is witnessing many successful convergence services. 

 For instance, Cyworld, the most popular social networking service in Korea, is converging 
with camera phones. Another example is ‘Gifticon’ that allows users to give Starbucks coffee 
and others as gift to their friends via instant messenger or SMS on a mobile handset.
The report is useful for Internet portal companies, fixed and mobile operators who are en-
gaged in convergence services or IPTV business. The report provides valuable information 
for benchmarking and establishing business strategies. This report is also helpful for handset 
vendors, content providers, analysts and researchers who are interested in the development 
of convergence services.
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Philippines Mobile Market Overview & 2007-2010 Forecast report introduces the Philip-
pines mobile market, being part of ROA Group’s South East Asian mobile market report series 
that are published periodically. For forecasting the future expansion of the Philippines mobile 
market, ROA Group conducted time series analysis on related data, together with analysis on 
market growth factors such as current and future market environment, regulations and poli-
cies, technology development, as well as business strategies of players.  

Mobile service users in the Philippines are expected to grow at an annual growth rate of 15% 
to reach 73 million by 2010. The rapid expansion of the mobile market will be possible as the 
two leaders in the market, Smart Communications and Globe Telecom, are improving the 
service quality to win the competition, and mobile broadband market is projected to expand 
rapidly due to the slow spread of fixed-line telephony. 
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The objective of this report is to identify the rising trends in the global mobile device market 
in 2008. The research material in this report is based on ROA Group’s strategic research and 
consulting projects conducted in 2007 on the major mobile operators and handset vendors in 
Asia (particularly on Korea, Japan and China). In addition, interviews with professionals in the 
industry, including mobile service providers were used as a reference for carrying out a com-
prehensive market analysis. 

The report examines the main trends in the global mobile market of 2008 through the following 
5 topics: 

1. Intensifying Competition in Mobile OS and Platform Segments – Increasing 
    Influence of Mobile Linux 

2. Expansion of Smartphones

3. Maximization of “Emotional Effect” through Sophistication of User Interface 

4. Touch Screen Display Rising as Handset Standard

5. Increase in GPS Handsets 
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Personal Navigation Device (PND) Market in Japan and South Korea, report analyzes 
the latest developments and trends in these two advanced markets, and provides a market 
forecast until 2010. This report includes valuable information for PND and navigation system 
manufacturers, navigation software developers and content providers, car manufacturers and 
suppliers. 

ROA Group estimates that the number of PNDs will increase to 1.87 million in the Japanese 
market and the total number of navigation devices will reach 7.49 million units by 2010. 
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